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Cross-striped Cabbage Worms

in Cole Crops 2 Veronica Yurchak, Vegetable Specialist, University of Maryland
(vjohnso4@umd.edu)
Spotted Wing Drosophila 3 . . .
Bean leaf beetles (BLB), C. trifucata, are showing up in
Controlling Pigweeds 4 snap beans in some areas of the Eastern Shore. This
Vegetable Scouting Tips 5 sporadic pest has the potential to cause serious damage
to snap beans, soybeans, and other legume crops. Adult
Beneficial Bug Spotlight 6 beetles are relatively small and range in color from yellow
Difficult Spring for to red with varying numbers of black spots along their wing
T (S 7 covers (Fig. 1). The distinguishing characteristic is a small
black triangle on the - v
Lenticel Breakdown in Apples 8 upper side where the W L ’\\:\ @-‘*’
wing covers meet. This : = N . 4
can help distinguish 3 L. N

this pest from the

spotted cucumber

beetle, which is
considered only a minor foliar pest of lequmes.

There are typically three generations per year, with the first
generation of overwintering adults emerging early in the season
around the same time as snap bean planting. Adult females lay
a total of 250-350 eggs over their lifetime at the base of snap
bean plants. The larval stage feeds on roots in the soil but is
typically not considered a major concern for the crop. The adult
beetle causes the majority of the damage and can severely
defoliate early seedlings and even kill plants when infestations
are high enough. If occurring later in the growing season, BLB
can also cause feeding scars on pods resulting in an
unmarketable crop. ‘S ‘eronica Yurchak

Figure 1. Bean leaf beetle adults with characteristic
highlighted. Photo: V. Yurchak, UMD

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.




June 2025 Volume 16, Issue 3

Spotted Wing Drosophila Active Consider Management in Cherries
and Blueberries

Shea lll, Research Associate, UMD, Arthur Young, Research Associate, UMD, Chia-Hua Lue, Assistant Professor of
Biology, Hood College, Kelly Hamby, Associate Professor/Extension Specialist, UMD

We have detected spotted wing drosophila
adults in our traps at the Western Maryland
Research and Education Center; therefore,
spotted wing drosophila are likely active around
the state.

On farm monitoring can help track activity and
population trends but thresholds are still
complicated for spotted wing drosophila. In
cherries, initiate management programs when 5
-10% of regional traps are capturing adults and
fruit are at a susceptible stage.” In blueberries,
in many cases early season cultivars will be ok
even without management.? You can increase
confidence in skipping early season sprays by
sampling fruit for larvae.?

More conservatively, you can initiate

management programs in cherries or Figure 1. Male (black circle) and female (wide red cir-

blueberries as soon as fruit are susceptible, and cle) spotted wing drosophila surrounded by other dro-
dults are bein tured. Both cherri nd sophila species that were captured in a Scentry SWD

adults a .e eing captured. F) cherries a trap. Photo: Shea Ill

blueberries become susceptible as soon as the

fruit color begins to change and become References and other recommended resources:
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