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If youõre planning one last herbicide spray before harvest to deal with leftover 

weeds, you might want to reconsider. Here are five important things to keep in 

mind: 

1. Itõs too late to spray. 

Even though glyphosate can be used up to seven days before harvesting corn 

or soybeans, many other herbicides canõt be used this late in the season. For 

example: 

¶ Glufosinate-based products like Liberty® and Interline® must be used 

before corn reaches the V6 stage (or 70 days before harvest), and before 

soybeans reach the R1 stage. 

¶ 2,4-D-based products like Enlist OneÈ and Enlist DuoÈ also canõt be 

used after R1. 

¶ Older herbicides like CobraÈ (lactofen) shouldnõt be used after the R6 

stage or within 45 days of soybean harvest. 

2. Herbicides donõt work as well on big weeds. 

The bigger and older the weed, the harder it is to kill. As weeds grow itõs 

harder for systemic herbicides like 2,4-D to be absorbed and moved through 

the plant. Even contact herbicides like Liberty® or Cobra® may not work well 

if they donõt fully cover the plant. Some damage may be visible, but the weed 

can still survive. 
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3. The weeds have likely already made seeds. 

Once weeds flower, they usually produce viable seeds within 

2ð3 weeks. Spraying now wonõt stop all seed production. 

That means those weeds have already made seeds that could 

cause problems next year (Figure 1). 

4. Be careful around bees and flowers. 

Most herbicides are relatively nontoxic to bees, but itõs still 

important to be cautious. Both Liberty® and Enlist® labels 

prohibit applications when flowers are blooming or when 

bees or other pollinators are nearby (Figure 2). 

5. Spraying now 

wonõt improve 

yields. 

Killing weeds now 

might make 

harvesting a bit 

easier, but the yield 

damage is already 

done. For best 

results, weeds should 

be controlled before 

the V4 stage in both 

corn and soybeans. 

After that point, 

crops can usually 

compete better with 

weeds.  

Bottom line: 

Most of the weeds in your field are already near the end of 

their life. Spraying them now wonõt do much. Instead, focus 

on steps you can take later this seasonñor next yearñto 

prevent the same problem from happening again. 

Understanding what went wrong this seasonñwhether it was 

timing, product choice, or resistance issuesñcan help you 

build a better management plan next year.  
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Mid -Atlantic Crop Management School (MACMS) 

Returns November 18ð20, 2025, Offering Advanced 

Agricultural Education and CEUs in Ocean City, MD 

The 2025 Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School (MACMS) 

is scheduled for November 18ð20, 2025, at the Princess 

Royale Oceanfront Resort in Ocean City, MD. This 2 ½-day 

intensive training is hosted annually by University of 

Maryland and University of Delaware. The school is designed 

for professionals interested in crop management issues, 

including agronomists, crop consultants, extension educators, 

farmers, pesticide dealers, and soil conservationists. 

A highlight of MACMS is the customizable curriculum 

available to attendees. MACMS features a modular format 

where attendees can tailor their schedule by choosing from 

five program options offered each hour, emphasizing the 

delivery of new and advanced information and encouraging 

group discussion. 

The 2025 school will offer CCA continuing education units 

(CEUs) in five key categories: Crop Management, Nutrient 

Management, Pest Management, Soil & Water Management, 

and Sustainability. The total CEUs earned depend on course 

selection. Additionally, the school provides Pesticide 

Recertification Credits for DE, MD, NJ, PA, WV, and VA, as 

well as continuing education for Nutrient Management 

Consultants in those same states. 

There are two opportunities for networking and socialization 

at the 2025 MACMS: a Tuesday evening Happy Hour inside 

the Princess Royale will be held from 5ð7 PM, with drinks 

and limited food menu available for purchase; and the 2025 

CCA Reception, hosted by the Mid-Atlantic CCA Board, is a 

free, off-site evening reception open to all Crop School 

attendees on Wednesday, November 19th. Seating for the 

reception is limited and must be reserved during online 

registration. 

Enrollment in MACMS is on a first-come, first-served basis 

and can be completed online at http://go.umd.edu/25crop. 

Early-Bird Registration is $350 if received by October 

24th and standard registration is $410 by November 7th. The 

registration fee includes participation in the 2 ½ days of 

sessions, materials, three continental breakfasts, two lunches, 

and refreshment breaks. 

Hotel reservations at the Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort 

should be made no later than October 17th, 2025, to 

guarantee the group rates ($119/night for pool view; $169/

night for oceanfront, plus fees/taxes). For questions or 

assistance, please contact Ms. Taylor Robinson at 

taylormr@umd.edu (410) 827-8056. 

http://go.umd.edu/25crop
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The Precision Agriculture Lab at the UME is conducting a 

survey of all farmers in Maryland on irrigation management 

practices and expertise. We are asking for your help with an 

important survey on irrigation management practices and 

knowledge to as many farmers in Maryland as  possible, 

regardless of whether they currently irrigate or not. This 

survey will help to collect data to better address the need in 

the state and develop irrigation management resources. We 

would sincerely appreciate your assistance in this endeavor by 

completing or distributing this survey: Irrigation Management 

Survey. The survey is accessible on a smartphone, tablet, or 

computer.  

This survey is meant for anyone who grows a crop of any 

kind in Maryland, including but not limited to vegetables, 

grains, flowers, nursery plants, vineyards, and orchard 

fruits. All survey participants must be at least 18 years old and 

operate in the state. We anticipate the survey will take 10 

minutes or less to complete.  

All responses to this survey will be anonymous; no identifying 

information will be collected or connected to participant 

responses. 

Thank you again for your assistance with developing 

applicable and useful extension resources to better serve 

farmers in Maryland!  

Any questions or comments can be directed to Dr. 

Hemendra Kumar (hemendra@umd.edu) or Dr. Cara 

Peterson (cmpeters@umd.edu) 

of the Precision Agriculture Lab 

at University of Maryland 

Extension.  

We would greatly appreciate your 

support in completing the survey 

or sending the survey link to as 

many farmers as possible who fit 

this criteria. 
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